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Spotlight on Child-Centred Learning

How can learner agency be placed at the forefront of every learning
experience? How do child-driven approaches centre each student and their
individual learning path, passions and interests? Through this Spotlight we will
identify impactful and scalable innovations in the area of Child-Centred
Learning.

Submit your innovation
Submission Guide

The Challenge

Child- or learner-centred approaches can be perceived as resource-intensive
and impractical, particularly when class sizes are large and educators are
stretched by the demands of managing the needs of many learners
simultaneously. Balancing educator and learner-centred models is crucial for
preparing children to navigate a world requiring creativity, resilience and
independence.

The Solution

By conducting this Spotlight we aim to empower educators with examples of
innovative, child-centred pedagogies and solutions that nurture creativity,
adaptability, and collaboration. Ultimately, the solutions identified through this
Spotlight will provide a list of high-quality, evidence-backed, scalable
innovations that can support inclusive and holistic education.

What is Child-Centred Learning?

Child-centred learning follows the interests and motivation of the child in
determining the path of their education. In a child-centred approach, the adult
takes responsibility for designing, curating and structuring the child’s learning
environment in terms of the use of time, space and learning materials.
Centering the learner shifts the dynamic from instruction- or teacher-centred
practices toward an appreciation of the learner’s ability to shape their own
engagement with their immediate environment. This structure provides safe,
healthy and reassuring limits within which the child is encouraged in the
individual pursuit of their curiosity and passions. A child-centred approach to
learning allows children to experience the intrinsic rewards and inherent joy of
learning. To achieve this, the educator must make an intentional practice of
observing and then following the child.

https://hundred.org/en/innovations/new?collection_id=child-centred-learning
https://hundred-cdn.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/uploads/material/file/73/v1_Submission_Guide_Spotlight_on_Child_Centred_Learning_-_Google_Docs.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAJIAYYQBPVUW3ZWEQ%2F20240625%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240625T130004Z&X-Amz-Expires=604800&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=ed48c0f540b616cf9c2f4c135a14aadad1320f39743aa3359282f3f3b2376869


What Kinds of Innovations Are We Looking For?

We are looking to identify and promote impactful and scalable solutions that
support the development of innovative educational practices in child-centred
learning and Montessori-inspired educational solutions. In our review of the
innovations, we will consider those that demonstrate fidelity to most of the five
main principles of Montessori, as well as those intentionally working towards
any that they are not currently demonstrating:

Supporting the child as an active learner
Respecting the inner life of the child
Trusting the child’s inner motivation
Providing freedom within limits
Encouraging the child’s inner discipline

Montessori-inspired pedagogical features would especially be focused on
learning and teaching practices that champion the importance of an
embedded commitment to the educators pedagogical orientation. This would
influence and affect much, if not all, of the learning provision.

Who Should Submit and How? 

Educators, innovators, and practitioners, who may or may not be Montessori-
trained, working in: 

Early Childhood Education through grade 12
Formal and non-formal education contexts
Public and private sector schools

Submit your innovation by October 7, 2024, to be reviewed by HundrED’s
research team, who will then, in collaboration with Montessori Global Education,
shortlist the innovations for an Advisory Board review. You can submit your
innovation in any language. Please note that the submission form is in English. 

Please see the submission guide.

Why Submit Your Innovation?

Recognition: The recognition of being selected to our Spotlight collection
provides third-party validation from an independent panel of international
education innovation experts, which can be communicated to relevant 

https://hundred.org/en/innovations/new
https://hundred.org/en/advisory
https://hundred-cdn.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/uploads/material/file/73/v1_Submission_Guide_Spotlight_on_Child_Centred_Learning_-_Google_Docs.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAJIAYYQBPVUW3ZWEQ%2F20240625%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240625T132910Z&X-Amz-Expires=604800&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=69db4af96a63a3a286dcc498eb03db910bf3cd4596bfd9f391a300c7947dbef5


stakeholders to support the further spread of the innovation. In addition, the
application process itself can lead you to reflect on your work, outcomes, and
future directions, encouraging a deeper understanding of your project.

Connections: Participation in the events organised for selected innovators
facilitate networking with other organisations and individuals interested in
educational innovation, potentially opening doors for future collaboration and
exchange of ideas. 

Visibility: The potential to support fundraising and replication efforts with the
selection recognition through awareness and publicity. 

Watch the Spotlight video here 

Important Dates

Submission Period Opens: June 25, 2024
Submission Period Closes: October 7, 2024
Advisory Board Review Period: January 10-24, 2025
Selected Innovations Notified: February 2025
Report Release: May/June 2025

Submit your innovation

https://hundred.org/en/collections/child-centred-learning
https://hundred.org/en/innovations/new?collection_id=child-centred-learning


HundrED is a mission-driven organisation, transforming K12 education through
innovation. The world is full of hardworking specialists who are driving
innovative, impactful, effective, and scalable approaches to education.
HundrED's goal is to give them the recognition and visibility they deserve.
Through identifying, amplifying, and facilitating the implementation of K12
education innovations, we can transform our global education systems and
equip students with the skills to thrive as global citizens. 

https://hundred.org/

Montessori Global Education is a global education organisation expanding
access to Montessori to transform how we teach, learn and lead. We identify,
support and spread Montessori-inspired educational solutions that will give a
generation of children the skills to solve tomorrow’s problems.

Committed to nurturing children's natural curiosity, creativity, and love for
learning, we are proud of our rich heritage in Montessori philosophy and
methodology and offer a comprehensive portfolio of educator training,
resources and consultancy services tailored to meet the needs of diverse
learners and educational institutions globally.

https://montessori-globaleducation.org/

HundrED

Facebook | @HundrEDorg
LinkedIn | @HundrEDorg
X | @HundrEDorg
Instagram  | @hundred_org

Montessori Global Education

Facebook | @MontessoriGlobalEducation
LinkedIn | @TheMontessoriGroup 
X | @Montessori_GEd
Instagram | @Montessori.Global.Education
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